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  WAY MICHIGAN ACADEMY 

407 East Fort - Suite 201 
Detroit, MI 48226 

Telephone: 313.638.2716                 Fax: 313.638.2717 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
WAY MICHIGAN ACADEMY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
     DATE: 8/14/2025 
     TIME: 6:00 pm 

 LOCATION: Globe Building 
 407 E. Fort  
 Suite 201 
 DETROIT, MI 48226 

        
MINUTES 

MEETING TYPE:     ☒ REGULAR       ☐ SPECIAL  ☐ PROPOSED      ☒ APPROVED 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
PRESIDENT MARQUITA THARPE WILLIAMS called the meeting to order at  6:00  ☒ P.M./ 
☐A.M. on  Thursday, August 14, 2025. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Mrs. Marquita Tharpe Williams, President   ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. David Beaumont, Vice-President   ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. Tamara Halliburton, Secretary    ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. Schequita Owens, Treasurer    ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. Rochelle Massingill, Member    ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. Isaiah Pettway, Superintendent, WAY Michigan Academy 
Mr. James Pack, Director of Programs, WAY Michigan Academy 

  
 

 OTHERS PRESENT (all or a portion of the meeting) 
  Mrs. Rachel Horne, Board Liaison, Provision    

 
  
 THE PROPOSED AGENDA WAS DISTRIBUTED. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT (on agenda items only) 
None. 
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IV. APPROVAL OF THE Thursday, August 14, 2025 MEETING AGENDA 

 
MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE 
THE THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2025 MEETING AGENDA.         
SUPPORT:   SECRETARY TAMARA HALLIBURTON SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

V. APPROVAL OF THE THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2025 MEETING MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE 
THE THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2025 MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED.    
SUPPORT:  TREASURER SCHEQUITA OWENS SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
None. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Spring 2025 Board Policies 

 
 Mr. Pettway shared that most of the policies are legally required and some of the 

policies are being deleted with replacements.  He also provided the following 
highlights: 
 

o Policy 2264 is being deleted and replaced with Policy 2266 
o These changes are based on the Justice Department’s change in language 

regarding Nondiscrimination on The Basis of Sex in Education  
o Charter Contract Bylaws and Board Operating Policies – Best Practice 

    
Vice-President Beaumont asked Mr. Pettway to explain the difference between 
legally required and legal content. 
Mr. Pettway stated that legally required refers to the policies that the Board must 
adopt. Legal content refers to the changes within a policy that the Board already 
has and must be updated. 
Secretary Halliburton asked, regarding Policy 2340, if the Academy is anticipating 
any school trips.  
 
 



MEETING MINUTES    PAGE 3 OF 6 

A copy of the meeting minutes is available for public inspection at WAY Michigan Academy, 407 E Fort, Suite 201, Detroit, MI 48226 
within 8 business days for proposed minutes and within 5 business days of approval for approved minutes. 

 
The academy shall comply with subtitle A of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Public Law 101-336, 42USC § 12101 et 

sec or any successor law.  Should you require specific accommodations, please contact the Superintendent at (313) 638.2716 prior to 
meeting. 

 
Mr. Pettway stated that it was advised, because of the way that the Academy does 
testing throughout the state.  If transportation must be provided for testing, as 
well as graduation, or a regional event, this policy will cover that.    
 

MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT  
THE SPRING 2025 BOARD POLICIES.        
SUPPORT:  MEMBER ROCHELLE MASSINGILL SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

VIII. MARKETING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 Member Massingill shared that the current marketing strategy is doing well, as the 
momentum has picked up with Facebook and Instagram. 
Vice-President Beaumont asked if the incentives are still in place. 
Mr. Pettway shared that they are still giving incentives for referrals.  He also stated 
that they are seeking a new company for the video campaign, as the former company 
is no longer in business.         
 

IX. EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 Vice President Beaumont deferred to the staff to provide the update for this report.   
Mr. Pack provided the following highlights for the 2024-2025 school year: 
 

o 172 students enrolled   
o 24 graduates throughout the year 
o Total projects and modules completed  
o Total credits earned  
o Student highlights 

 
Mr. Pettway shared that they will be implementing the Ed Affairs Committee’s 
suggestion of inviting some of the students to the meeting to share some of their 
experiences with the board.  He also provided the following highlights: 
 

o 3-year comparison of NWEA data and metrics 
o Academy is fully staffed for the 2025-2026 school year 
o Support for intervention services (MTSS) 
o Graduation data 
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 President Tharpe Williams asked if we are tracking what the seniors are doing post-

graduation. 
Mr. Pettway stated that they have discussed how they can do that, but what they do 
track is whether a student attends a community college, a four-year university, or a 
job program.  He also stated that a data calendar will be implemented so that the 
board can have an expectation of when new data will be provided.  
Secretary Halliburton asked Mr. Pettway to clarify the scores shown for Math-Grade 
7 on pg. 16 and the score show for Math-Grade 7 NWEA.   
Mr. Pettway shared that there is a disconnect in how students are performing with 
their growth assessment and how students are performing with their performance 
assessment.       
 

X. ESP REPORT 
 

 Mr. Pettway provided highlights on the following: 
 

o The new State Superintendent will be in place by September 
o Reducing funding for cyber schools is off the table  
o Senate is proposing a bill to separate the school aid budget from the State’s 

larger budget 
o Title I proposed allocation has been reduced by approximately $6,000 

 
 Secretary Halliburton asked Mr. Pettway to elaborate on marketing. 
      Mr. Pettway stated that as of today, 152 students are enrolled, 20 applications    
      are being completed and they are continuing with the zip code campaign as well.                                           

 
XI. FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
a. Acceptance of the 4th Quarterly Financial Statements 

 
b. Ratification of Action by Treasurer to Transfer Funds for July 2025 Payables 

 
c. Approval of the Payables Transfer Amount 

 
 Treasurer Owens provided highlights on the following: 

 
o One more state aid payment will be received for 2024-2025 
o No state aid payment in September    
o Transfer amount is lower because there were less payables 
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MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 
4TH QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, APPROVE THE JULY PAYABLES 
TRANSFER OF AMOUNT OF $147,052.10 AND APPROVE THE AUGUST PAYABLES 
TRANSFER AMOUNT OF $129,700.64 
SUPPORT:  SECRETARY TAMARA HALLIBURTON SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

XII. BOARD SECRETARY REPORT   
 

 Mrs. Horne shared that the 2024-2025 Academic Performance Report Review 
and Feedback and the Transparency Reporting Certification Form have been 
submitted into Epicenter and the other items will be submitted by their 
respective due dates.    
 

XIII. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 Secretary Halliburton shared that the only correspondence received was the 
email that she has forwarded to President Tharpe Williams.   

 
XIV. OTHER BUSINESS 

None.  
 

XV. AUTHORIZER COMMENTS  
None. 

 
XVI. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 

XVII. BOARD COMMENTS 
None. 
 

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE 
MEETING AT 7:02  ☒ P.M./ ☐A.M. 
SUPPORT: SECRETARY TAMARA HALLIBURTON SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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MINUTES CERTIFICATION 

 
Proposed minutes respectfully submitted, 
 

      Rachel Horne                                8/19/2025   
Recording Secretary     Date 
 

                
   Approved by the WAY Michigan Academy Board of Directors: 

 
 

________________________________              ____________________ 
Board Secretary     Date   
 
   

Tamara L Halliburton (Sep 12, 2025 08:28:27 EDT)
Tamara L Halliburton 09/12/2025


