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  WAY MICHIGAN ACADEMY 

407 East Fort - Suite 201 
Detroit, MI 48226 

Telephone: 313.638.2716                 Fax: 313.638.2717 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
WAY MICHIGAN ACADEMY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
     DATE: 10/9/2025 
     TIME: 6:00 pm 

 LOCATION: Globe Building 
 407 E. Fort  
 Suite 201 
 DETROIT, MI 48226 

        
MINUTES 

MEETING TYPE:     ☒ REGULAR       ☐ SPECIAL  ☐ PROPOSED      ☒ APPROVED 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
PRESIDENT MARQUITA THARPE WILLIAMS called the meeting to order at  6:01  ☒ P.M./ 
☐A.M. on  Thursday, October 09, 2025. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Mrs. Marquita Tharpe Williams, President   ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. David Beaumont, Vice-President   ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. Tamara Halliburton, Secretary    ☐ Present     ☒   Absent 
Dr. Schequita Owens, Treasurer    ☒ Present     ☐   Absent 
Dr. Rochelle Massingill, Member    ☐ Present     ☒   Absent 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. Isaiah Pettway, Superintendent, WAY Michigan Academy 
Mr. James Pack, Director of Programs, WAY Michigan Academy 

Ms. Sherry Lynem, Finance Director, WAY  
  
 

 OTHERS PRESENT (all or a portion of the meeting) 
  Mrs. Rachel Horne, Board Liaison, Provision    

Mr. Fred Borowski, Field Operations, CMU (Virtual) 
 Mr. James Wilde, Alan C. Young & Associates (Virtual) 

 
  
 THE PROPOSED AGENDA WAS DISTRIBUTED. 
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III. MISSION AND VISION STATEMENT 
President Tharpe Williams stated the Academy’s Mission and Vision Statement. 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT (on agenda items only) 
None. 

  
V. APPROVAL OF THE Thursday, October 09, 2025 MEETING AGENDA 

 
MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DBEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO AMEND THE 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 09, 2025 MEETING AGENDA AS FOLLOWS:  MOVE 
‘PRESENTATION/ACCEPTANCE OF THE FY 24 FINAL AUDIT’ TO ITEM VI OF THE 
AGENDA; COMBINE THE MARKETING COMMITTEE REPORT WITH THE ESP 
REPORT; TABLE THE EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT.   
SUPPORT:   TREASURER SCHEQUITA OWENS SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

VI. FY 24 FINAL AUDIT 
 

a. Presentation of the FY 24 Final Audit  
 

 Mr. Wilde thanked Ms. Lynem for her excellent assistance and provided the 
following highlights: 
 

o No findings for the FY 24 Final Audit      
o No material weaknesses or deficiencies 
o Fund balance as of June 30, 2025 is $534,388 

 
Vice-President Beaumont thanked Mr. Wilde and Ms. Lynem for meeting the 
deadline. 

 
b. Acceptance of the FY 24 Final Audit  

 
MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 
FY 24 FINAL AUDIT REPORT AND ALLOW IT TO MOVE FORWARD TO THE STATE 
OF MICHIGAN AND CMU.    
SUPPORT:  TREASURER SCHEQUITA OWENS SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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VII. APPROVAL OF THE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 MEETING MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE 
THE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025 MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED.    
SUPPORT:  TREASURER SCHEQUITA OWENS SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
None. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

None. 
 

X. MARKETING COMMITTEE AND ESP REPORT 
 

 Mr. Pettway provided the following highlights: 
 

o The current enrollment is 165  
o Kudos to Mr. Pack and his team 
o Per-pupil allocation increased to $10,050, and is applicable to cyber-schools  
o Interventionist is doing a great job 
o No cuts to Title I, II, IV; Title III is gone 

 
 Mr. Pack provided the following highlights: 

 
o 19% increase in enrollment over the last three years 
o NWEA data will be presented during the December board meeting 
o 8 graduates so far 

 
President Tharpe Williams asked if we plan to or have we ever participated in the 
campus tours provided by CMU.  
Mr. Pack stated that the students have participated in virtual tours of CMU and other 
colleges as well.  
Mr. Pettway shared that they have connected families w/CMU that wanted to 
participate in individual/in-person.   
President Tharpe Williams advised Mr. Pettway to talk with Mr. Borowski to set up 
an in-person tour of CMU, which could be beneficial.  
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XI. FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

a. Acceptance of the September 2025 Financial Statements 
 

b. Approval of the September 2025 Payables Transfer Amount 
 

 Vice-President Beaumont provided the following highlights: 
 

o No State Aid in September     
o Traditional two-payroll month  

 
President Tharpe Williams asked if we are touching the $75,000 that we 
requested. 
Vice-President Beaumont stated that we did receive it and asked Ms. Lynem if 
our money is sitting in an interest-bearing checking account.   
Ms. Lynem stated that it is sitting in a non-interest-bearing account. 
Mr. Pettway stated that this conversation came up with another one of their 
boards and suggested Huntington Bank as one of the entities for the Board to 
consider. 
Vice-President Beaumont stated that this issue will be added to the Finance 
Committee’s meeting agenda.   
President Tharpe Williams asked if anything has changed with the accounts 
payable as far as approving payments for the previous month or the following 
month.   
Vice-President Beaumont stated that there were two payrolls in September 
but prior to the next board meeting, there was third payroll that was paid out, 
as these occurrences still happen every so often.   
 

MOTION:  PRESIDENT THARPE WILLIAMS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE 
SEPTEMBER 2025 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 
PAYABLES TRANSFER OF AMOUNT OF $136,945.80.  
SUPPORT:  VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

XII. BOARD SECRETARY REPORT   
 

 President Tharpe Williams stated that Treasurer Owens was sworn in prior to 
the start of the board meeting.    

 Mrs. Horne shared that the items listed either have been or will be submitted 
into Epicenter.        
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Vice-President Beaumont asked Ms. Lynem not to forget to share the 1st 
Quarter Financials. 
Ms. Lynem stated that she will. 
Mr. Pettway asked Mr. Borowski for assistance with the CEPI task that is in 
Epicenter, as there is no contact listed. 
Mr. Borowski stated he will check with Amy (CMU), and she will assist with 
this right away. 
 

 Vice-President Beaumont asked Ms. Lynem to ask the auditor not to send 
correspondence to her, as it should be sent to the Board President. 
 

XIII. CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 

XIV. OTHER BUSINESS 
None.  
 

XV. AUTHORIZER COMMENTS  
 

 Mr. Borowski provided the following highlights: 
 

o Working on developing additional pools of board members 
o Reaching out to Shanese Ross-Pierrie regarding tailoring an in-person 

campus tour for WAY students  
o Kudos on the audit, fund balance, and enrollment 

 
XVI. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 

XVII. BOARD COMMENTS 
 President Tharpe Williams gave kudos to Ms. Lynem, Mr. Pettway, Mr. Pack 

and Mrs. Horne for all their hard work.   
 

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: VICE-PRESIDENT DAVID BEAUMONT MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN THE 
MEETING AT 6:50  ☒ P.M./ ☐A.M. 
SUPPORT: TREASURER SCHEQUITA OWENS SECONDED. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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MINUTES CERTIFICATION 
 

Proposed minutes respectfully submitted, 
 

      Rachel Horne                                10/15/2025   
Recording Secretary     Date 
 

                
   Approved by the WAY Michigan Academy Board of Directors: 

 
 

________________________________              ____________________ 
Board Secretary     Date   
 
   

Tamara L Halliburton (Nov 17, 2025 11:38:30 EST)
Tamara L Halliburton 11/17/2025


